	
	The Department of Defense (DoD) believes that a risk-based approach should be applied to environmental work at active military installations, base realignment and closure installations, and formerly used defense sites using the relative risk posed by sites as a key factor in decision making. 

	This consistent risk-based approach enables DoD to establish priorities for completing restoration activities. 


	What is Relative Risk Site Evaluation?
Relative risk site evaluation is the grouping of sites in the environmental restoration program into high, medium, and low relative risk categories based on an evaluation of site information. The three factors used to determine relative risk—contaminant hazard, migration pathway, and receptors, are explained below. 

Contaminant Hazard Factor -- How high are contaminant concentrations relative to standards? 

Migration Pathway Factor -- Is the contamination moving or likely to move? 

Receptor Factor -- Are populations or sensitive environments affected or potentially affected by the contamination? 

	


	Relative risk site evaluations are conducted at the field level using the methodology described in the DoD Relative Risk Site Evaluation Primer. Regulatory agencies and public stakeholders provide input to the evaluation process, primarily by helping to identify receptors and making judgments about the extent of contamination at a site. 

What are the Benefits of Relative Risk Site Evaluation? 
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Provides a common, consistent approach for helping to determine the sequence in which sites will be addressed
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Helps to identify the most urgent sites so that resources can be focused on higher relative risk sites first
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Serves as a basis for dialogue with stakeholders on sequencing work at installations
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Provides DoD with an improved basis for establishing goals and performance measures

Relative Risk Site Evaluation
Is
Is Not
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A common methodology for evaluating the relative risk posed by a site in relation to other DoD sites across the nation
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An absolute assessment of risk
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A substitute for a health risk
[image: image9.png]



A screening and sequencing tool—one factor in setting priorities of known environmental restoration requirements
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A means for determining whether work is necessary at a site
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A remedy selection tool
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A framework for dialogue with stakeholders
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A means of avoiding legal agreements
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The Primer can be found on the World Wide Web at http://www.dtic.mil/envirodod/relrisk/relrisk.html



